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r  I  ^HE  following  pages  are  brief  Memo- 
rials of  one  who,  though  cut  off  in  the 
vigor  of  his  years  and  in  the  midst  of  a  use- 
ful and  honorable  career,  lived  long  enough 
to  be  mourned  as  a  patriotic  and  valued 
citizen,  and  to  receive  the  repeated  ac- 
knowledgment of  his  Government  for  the 
efficient  and  faithful  discharge  of  his  public 
duties. 


April,   1S69. 
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COL.  T.  BIGELOW    LAWRENCE. 


From  The  Boston  Sunday  Courier. 

^HE  distinguished  position  long  occupied 
in  Boston  by  the  late  Abbott  Law- 
rence, his  liberality,  sagacity,  and,  what  es- 
pecially endeared  him  to  his  fellow-citizens, 
his  public  spirit,  left  his  children  an  enviable 
place  in  public  regard.  This  is  an  inherit- 
ance quite  as  sacred  under  free  institutions 
as  anywhere  else,  and  our  community,  with- 
out fear  of  its  abuse,  has  ever  been  mindful 
of  its  obligations.  Happily  for  the  memory 
of  Col.  Lawrence,  he  did  not  rest  contented 
with  any  transmitted  claims  to  public  esteem, 


but  has  earned  others  for  himself,  substantial 
and  enduring. 

Possessed  of  affluence,  popular  in  society? 
not  merely  from  the  courtesy  of  his  man- 
ners, but  the  goodness  of  his  heart,  he  early 
selected  a  career  in  which  he  could  be  use- 
ful, and  for  which  he  was  endowed  with  pe- 
culiar aptitudes.  Whoever  witnessed  his 
fidelity  to  the  trusts  confided  to  him,  must 
admit  his  public  services  deserved  all  the 
honors  which  attended  them.  His  dignity  of 
character,  tempered  by  a  generous  eagerness 
to  meet  expectation,  and  satisfy  the  require- 
ments of  his  office,  elicited  respect  from  all 
with  whom  he  held  official  relations.  This 
is  no  unmeaning  commonplace.  Apart  from 
the  duty  of  paying  fitting  tribute  to  one  who 
acquitted  himself  creditably  in  public  em- 
ployment, the  occasion   is   gladly  improved 


to  hold  up  for  praise  and  imitation  an  honor- 
able, and  unhappily  an  exceptional,  example. 
It  is  a  high  honor  to  represent  a  great  nation 
like  ours  in  diplomatic  or  consular  relations; 
but  it  carries  with  it  responsibilities  some- 
times unpalatable,  frequently  overlooked. 
*  *  *  *  * 

Though  very  frequently  called  upon  to  do 
what  was  personally  disagreeable,  Col.  Law- 
rence was  ever  courteous  and  generous, 
more  thoughtful  of  others  than  himself. 
What  an  advantage  it  was  to  Americans  to 
have  in  Florence  an  influential  representa- 
tive, ever  ready,  to  the  extent  of  his  power 
and  opportunities,  to  serve  them,  can  be 
readily  conceived.  There  seems  no  reason 
why  this  should  not  be  expected  and  insisted 
upon,  under  proper  limitations,  in  the  case 
of  all  our  ministers  and  consuls. 
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The  wish  to   be  of  use  to   other  men  — 
public  virtue,  with  the  general  welfare  for  its 
aim  —  is  not  rare,  but  not  often  free  from  the 
dross  of  selfishness,  as  in  Col.  Lawrence.     If 
he  loved  the  consequence  of  office,  he  was 
wise    enough  to  perceive  its   privilege  was 
not  his  own  aggrandizement,  but  its  oppor- 
tunities for  usefulness.      That  he  was  just- 
ly appreciated  is  proved    by  his    numerous 
friends.     lie  often  inspired  affection,  never 
envy;  and,  although  it  was  difficult  not  occa- 
sionally  to    disappoint    wishes    beyond    the 
bounds  of  moderation,  it  is  believed  he  made 
no  enemies.     It  is  sad  to  think  that  his  ca- 
reer, which   opened   so  well    and  promised 
so    favorably,   should    be    thus    prematurely 
closed.     But  it  is  a  solace  to  those  who  have 
his   memory  to  cherish,  that    it    is    so   well 
worthy  of  their  tears. 
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Col.  Lawrence  was  the  grandson  of 
Timothy  Bigelow,  long  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts, 
and  who  was  as  generally  beloved  as  widely 
known.  He  graduated  in  1846,  and,  after 
travelling  for  some  years,  became,  in  1850, 
an  attache  to  his  father,  then  minister  to 
London,  as  he  was  afterwards,  till  1855,  to 
his  successor.  President  Buchanan.  In  1862, 
he  was  appointed  Consul-General  of  Italy, 
and  has  filled  that  office  ever  since,  most 
acceptably  to  the  country.  He  was  on  a  visit 
to  Washington,  on  official  business,  when  he 
was  attacked  by  the  malady  which  proved 
fatal.  He  was  twice  married;  his  second 
wife  —  Miss  Elizabeth  Chapman,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania—  surviving  him.  He  has  left  no 
descendants. 


From  the  Proceedings  of  the  Supreme  Council. 


PHE  Supreme  Council  have  a  misfortune 
to  mourn  in  the  death  of  their  diplo- 
matic representative  near  the  Grand  Orient 
of  Italy,  111.  Inspector-General  T.  Bigelow 
Lawrence,  late  of  Boston,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  the  Consul-General  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Kingdom  of  Italy.  Our  111. 
Bro.  Lawrence  had  long  been  in  the  diplo- 
matic service  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
consequent  residence  abroad  had  rendered 
him  personally  less  familiar  to  this  Council 
than  he  was  by  the  distinguished  services  he 
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had  rendered  them  for  a  lonsr  time  in  acting 
as  their  representative,  accredited  to  various 
European  Supreme  Councils.  A  brief  sketch 
of  his  personal  career  ma}7  not  be  without 
value  to  the  fraternity. 

Colonel  T.  Bigelow  Lawrence  was  the 
fourth  son  of  that  distinguished  merchant 
and  statesman,  the  late  Hon.  Abbott  Law- 
rence, of  Boston,  and  was  named  after  his 
maternal  grandfather,  who  was  for  near  a 
quarter  of  a  century  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts. 
Colonel  Lawrence  was  born  in  1826,  and 
was  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1846,  and  soon 
after  was  placed  on  the  staff  of  Governor 
Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  and  improved  his 
faculties  by  extended  foreign  travel. 

In  1850  he  was  attached  to  the  American 
Embassy  at   London,  while   his  father  was 
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our  accredited  minister  at  that  Court,  and 
remained  connected  therewith  during  the 
embassies  of  Mr.  Ingersoll  and  Mr.  Buchanan, 
participating  in  the  arduous  duties  which 
devolved  upon  the  Legation.  His  father's 
death  in  1855  called  him  to  the  United  States, 
where  he  resided  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  War  of  Secession.  Colonel  Lawrence 
promptly  offered  his  services  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  received  a  staff  appointment,  in 
which  office  he  participated  in  the  campaign 
of  General  McClellan  on  the  peninsula.  His 
habits  of  order  and  business,  and  long  ex- 
perience in  executive  detail  and  form,  made 
him  an  excellent  officer;  and  he  acquired  the 
commendation  of  his  superiors  in  the  line, 
and  at  the  War  Department.  A  tendency 
to  deafness  became  so  much  increased  by 
exposure,    and    especially    from    the    heavy 
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firing  he  was  so  long  surrounded  by,  as  to 
impede  and  limit  his  usefulness  in  the  field. 
President  Lincoln,  in  view  of  his  diplomatic 
experience,  had  nominated  him,  in  1S61,  to 
the  important  post  of  Consul-General  of  the 
United  States  for  Italy,  —  a  position  which, 
until  the  Court  moved  from  Turin  to  Flor- 
ence, involved  the  exercise  of  diplomatic 
functions;  but  he  had  patriotically  delayed 
removing  to  this  point  of  duty,  until  he  had 
first  performed  that  greater  obligation  which 
called  him  to  serve  his  country  in  the  field. 

It  was  while  on  a  temporary  visit  at  Wash- 
ington in  1869,  in  connection  with  the  busi- 
ness of  his  office,  that  he  fell  a  victim  to  a 
sudden  disease,  whose  dangerous  tendency 
was  neither  anticipated  by  himself  nor  by  his 
medical  attendant,  until  a  few  hours  before 
its  fatal  termination. 
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Colonel  Lawrence,  was,  indeed,  a  man  of 
rare  merit.  To  a  thorough  education  he 
added  the  taste  of  an  antiquary  and  a  devo- 
tion to  the  fine  arts,  which,  in  one  of  his 
large  wealth  and  wide  cultivation,  gracefully 
occupied  the  place  that  his  want  of  political 
ambition  might  have  left  unfilled  in  his 
active  mind.  His  house  at  Florence  was 
the  seat  of  genial  and  refined  hospitality, 
which  those  of  this  Council  who  have  visited 
there  during  his  residence  will  not  readily 
forget. 

Our  illustrious  Brother  was  made  a  Mason 
in  St.  Andrew's  Lodge,  Boston.  His  taste 
for  antiquarian  research  became  excited  by  the 
evidences  of  scholarship  and  philosophy  that 
met  him  at  every  stage  of  his  advancement 
in  the  Royal  Art,  and  he  pressed  with  zeal 
onward  to  those  profound  mysteries  which 
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are  enveloped  in  the  rituals  of  the  Scottish 
Rite.  The  Supreme  Council  saw  in  him, 
during  the  time  that  he  was  their  accredited 
envoy,  an  ardent,  prudent,  and  skilful  repre- 
sentative, reputable  in  Masonic  and  social 
life,  and  serving  the  cause  with  a  personal 
disinterestedness  which  was  alike  honorable 
to  the  cause  and  the  representative. 

The  formation  of  the  Italian  Kingdom  in 
1859,  and  the  fixing  of  its  capital  at  Florence 
in  1863,  had  operated  as  the  liberation  of 
Italy  from  many  of  the  shackles  of  the  past, 
and  had  given  an  opening  for  the  future  rule 
of  the  triune  principles  of  popular  sover- 
eignty. To  none  of  the  incidental  institu- 
tions of  liberty  was  this  liberation  more 
agreeable  than  to  her  Masonic  institutions. 
Prejudice,  civil  power,  and  religious  fanati- 
cism had  combined  to  place  them  under  the 
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heavy  hand  of  oppression,  —  their  humanity 
imputed  to  them  as  a  crime,  their  Christian 
virtues  stigmatized  as  impiety,  and  their 
association  denounced  as  treason.  As  new- 
born liberty  relieved  the  Italian  Masons  from 
the  prisons  prepared  for  them  by  their  per- 
secutors, and  protected  them  in  the  open 
sunlight,  they  were  placed  under  the  respon- 
sibility of  honoring,  by  their  virtues  and 
dignity,  the  new-found  protection,  and  were 
for  the  first  time  free  to  justify  themselves 
to  their  countrymen  and  redeem  their  Order 
from  the  unjust  odium  which  terror  and  hate 
had  thrown  over  it.  This  Council,  feeling 
the  importance  of  the  change  to  their  Italian 
Brethren,  accredited  our  111.  Brother  to  them, 
trusting  that  in  the  advantages  of  his  high 
social  position,  and  in  the  weight  of  his  pru- 
dence and  experience,  he  might  exercise  a 
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beneficial  influence  on  the  tendencies  and 
practice  of  the  Art.  Let  the  sincere  respect 
of  his  Masonic  Brethren,  and  this  public  tes- 
timonial of  the  satisfaction  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  testify  to  the  Masonic  world  how 
well  this  guileless  and  courteous  gentleman 
performed  the  duty  assigned  him,  and  how 
truly  he  illustrated  in  his  life  the  influence  of 
Masonic  virtues. 

A  shining  light  has  been  extinguished,  a 
strong,  faithful,  true  and  honored  Inspector- 
General  has  crossed  to  the  unknown  shores, 
from  the  midst  of  a  career  of  honor  and  use- 
fulness. Let  us  hope  that  the  virtues  of  an 
honest  and  honorable  life  will  so  commend 
themselves  to  the  Supreme  Architect  of  the 
Universe,  that  this  shining  stone,  tried  by 
the  Craftsman  by  the  plumb,  level,  and 
square,  and   found  worthy,  may  in  the  new 
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birth  have  written  thereon  that  new  name 
which  no  man  knoweth  save  he  who  receiv- 
eth  it. 

CHARLES   LEVI   WOODBURY,   330. 


From  the  Proceedings  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society* 

/^ol.  Timothy  Bigelow  Lawrence, 
whose  sad  and  sudden  death  re- 
cently occurred  at  Washington,  was  born 
in  Boston,  November  22,  1S26,  the  son  of 
the  Hon.  Abbott  and  Katharine  (Bigelow) 
Lawrence,  and  descended,  on  both  sides,  from 
earry  settlers  of  Massachusetts.  He  graduat- 
ed from  Harvard  College  in  1846;  having, 
during  his  course  as  an  undergraduate,  expe- 
rienced a  severe  illness  which  left  behind  it 
the  affliction  of  permanent  deafness,  and  nec- 
essarily interfered  a  good  deal  with  the  sue- 
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cessful  prosecution  of  his  studies.  He 
entered  the  Law  School  at  Cambridge;  but 
left,  to  try  the  effects  of  foreign  travel  and 
the  assistance  of  distinguished  aurists  in  re- 
lieving his  infirmity.  Returning  home  in 
1848,  he  was  appointed,  by  Gov.  Briggs,  a 
member  of  his  military  staff.  He  had  a  mil- 
itary taste,  —  inherited,  perhaps,  from  ances- 
tors who  had  served  with  distinction  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution,  —  and  had  devoted 
much  attention  to  military  affairs  when 
abroad.  This  disposition  he  indulged  in  the 
purchase  and  arrangement  of  a  very  com- 
plete collection  of  armor  and  weapons  in  use 
during  the  age  of  chivalry  in  Europe;  which, 
with  various  implements  of  warfare  of  differ- 
ent nations,  surpassed  any  other  in  the  coun- 
try. While  his  lather  was  minister  to 
England,  Col.  Lawrence  became  an  attache 
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of  the  embassy,  and  filled  the  place  of  Sec- 
retary of  Legation  during  the  temporary 
absence  of  that  officer.  At  the  period  of 
the  Great  Exhibition,  which  brought  large 
numbers  of  his  countrymen  to  London,  he 
applied  himself  zealously  to  their  varied 
wants  and  interests,  and  rendered  services 
which  they  were  glad  to  acknowledge.  He 
was  solicited  to  continue  his  connection  with 
the  legation,  b}'  the  two  immediate  succes- 
sors of  his  father,  and  remained  in  England 
till  October,  1855,  when  the  death  of  his 
father  had  made  it  necessary  for  him  to 
return  to  Boston,  in  order  to  act  as  a  trustee 
under  the  will.  In  1859,  Col.  Lawrence 
erected  a  costly  and  elegant  monument  in 
Worcester  to  the  memory  of  Col.  Timothy 
Bigelow,  a  former  citizen,  who  was  a  brave 
officer  of  the  Revolution,  and  an  ancestor  for 
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whom  he  had  been  named.  In  the  civil  war, 
which  soon  broke  out,  he  manifested  his  own 
patriotism  by  offering  his  services  to  Gov. 
Andrew,  and  applying  his  means  and  his  en- 
ergies to  the  organization  and  equipment  of 
the  celebrated  Nims  Battery,  one  of  the  best 
in  the  field.  He  was,  for  a  season,  on  the 
staff  of  Gen.  Keyes;  but  his  infirmity  of  deaf- 
ness prevented  his  entering  upon  the  active 
service  for  which  he  had  a  desire,  and  would 
otherwise  have  had  brilliant  opportunities. 
In  1861,  Col.  Lawrence  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  Consul-General  for  Italy,  and  entered 
upon  his  duties  with  devotion  and  enthusi- 
asm. His  faithful  administration  of  that 
office,  his  attention  to  the  interests  of  his 
countrymen,  and  his  elegant  hospitalities, 
have  been  the  subject  of  general  praise  and 
of  the   hio-h   commendation   of  his   eovern- 
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ment.  In  the  summer  of  1868,  during  the 
absence  of  Mr.  Marsh,  the  American  Minis- 
ter, Col.  Lawrence  filled  his  place,  with  the 
rank  of  Charge  d' Affaires,  in  a  very  accepta- 
ble manner.  On  the  return  of  Mr.  Marsh  to 
Florence,  Col.  Lawrence  made  arrangements 
for  a  visit  to  the  United  States;  and,  while 
passing  through  London,  was  elected  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  Athenaeum  Club,  a 
mark  of  distinction  which  he  justly  appre- 
ciated. Being  in  Washington  during  the 
ceremonies  at  the  accession  of  Gen.  Grant  to 
the  presidency,  he  was  seized  with  a  sudden 
illness,  which  terminated  fatally  on  the  21st 
of  March.  The  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives of  Massachusetts  united  in  the  passage 
of  resolutions  expressive  of  respect  for  his 
character  and  public  services,  and  of  regret 
for  his  loss. 


FUNERAL. 


From  the  Boston  Journal. 


"*HE  funeral  services  of  the  late  Col.  T. 
Bigelow  Lawrence,  United-States  Con- 
sul-General to  Italy,  who  died  in  Washing- 
ton, on  Sunday  last,  were  solemnized  to-day 
at  Brattle-street  Church,  the  place  of  worship 
of  his  family  for  many  years.  The  death  of 
Col.  Lawrence,  after  an  illness  of  but  brief 
duration,  has  caused  throughout  the  com- 
munity a  deep  feeling  of  sadness;  and  the 
presence  to-day  of  so  many  distinguished 
citizens  spoke  the  regret,  which  is  universal, 
that  a  life  which  seemed  to  promise  years  of 
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usefulness  in  the  future  has  thus  suddenly 
been  closed.  The  attendance  embraced 
representatives  from  all  walks  of  life ;  for 
the  deceased  was  known  in  this  city  to  men 
of  great  diversity  of  pursuits,  who  honored 
him  for  that  kindly  sympathy  and  personal 
fidelity  to  past  associations  which  he  mani- 
fested, whether  at  horaelr  abroad,  by  those 
little  evidences  of  friendship  which  denote  a 
thoughtful  mind  and  a  kindly  heart.  Though 
his  career  carried  him  to  other  countries,  he 
was  never  unmindful  of  the  city  of  his  birth ; 
and  he  never  allowed  the  active  duties  of 
his  position  to  obliterate  the  social  relations 
which  he  had  sustained  with  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. During  his  recent  visit  to  Boston, 
though  he  had  but  a  few  days  to  give  to  the 
claims  of  family,  he  found  the  time  to  take 
by  the  hand  those  who  had  known  him  from 
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boyhood,  or  had  been  associated  with  him  in 
civil,  military,  or  masonic  life;  and  it  was  to 
this  prominent  characteristic  of  Col.  Law- 
rence that  so  many  responded  to-day,  paying 
to  his  memory,  by  their  presence,  a  tribute 
of  respect,  and  testifying  their  sincere  sym- 
pathy for  those  who  were  bound  to  him  by 
the  ties  of  kindred. 

The  church  was  nearly  filled  with  the 
friends  of  the  deceased,  embracing  many 
leading  merchants  and  contemporaries  of  the 
late  Hon.  Abbott  Lawrence,  the  father  of 
the  deceased.  His  Excellency,  Gov.  Claflin; 
His  Honor,  Mayor  Shurtleff;  Hon.  Charles 
Francis  Adams;  Hon.  Robert  C.  Winthrop; 
Hon.  A.  H.  Rice;  Hon.  Josiah  Quincy; 
Hon.  Richard  H.  Dana,  Jr.;  Ex-Gov.  Wash- 
burn, Gen.  Schouler,  George  Ticknor,  Esq., 
Dr.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,  James  M. 
Beebe,  Esq.,  and  others,  —  were  present. 
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Rev.  Dr.  Lothrop  officiated.  The  casket, 
which  was  brought  to  the  pulpit,  was  laden 
with  wreaths  and  exquisite  floral  tributes, 
including  an  upright  cross  of  great  beauty. 
The  pall-bearers  were  Messrs.  W.  C.  Rogers, 
W.  W.  Tucker,  Col.  Henry  C.  Brooks, 
Francis  Peabody,  and  Past  Masters  of  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  Winslow 
Lewis  and  William  Parkman. 

The  services  consisted  of  reading  from  the 
Scriptures;  a  hymn,  "While  Thee  I  seek, 
protecting  Power;"  and  a  most  impressive 
prayer.  The  remains  were  followed  to 
Mount  Auburn  by  the  relatives  and  friends, 
and  a  prayer  was  made  at  the  grave  by  Dr. 
Lothrop. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 


A 


r  a  meetincf  of  the  Massachusetts  Dele- 


gation, held  at  the  capitol,  24th  March, 
1869, 

Resolved,  —  That  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives of  Massachusetts  have  been  pained 
to  learn  the  sudden  death  of  Colonel  T. 
Bigelow  Lawrence,  Consul-General  of  the 
United  States  at  Florence,  who  died  at 
Washington,  on  Sunday,  the  21st  of  March 
last  past;  and  considering  his  public  charac- 
ter and  patriotic  services,  beginning  early 
in   life,  when   he   was   connected    with    our 
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Legation  at  London,  and  continued  during 
the  last  eight  years  in  the  discharge  of  re- 
sponsible duties  in  Italy,  where  he  com- 
mended his  country  by  official  labors  and  an 
elegant  hospitality,  we  deem  it  our  duty  to 
record  our  regret  for  his  loss,  and  our  sense 
of  his  merits. 

Resolved, — That  the  United  States  are 
called  to  mourn  in  him  a  valued  citizen,  and 
the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  one  of 
her  honored  sons. 

Resolved,  —  That  the  chairman  of  this 
meeting  be  directed  to  communicate  a  copy 
of  these  resolutions  to  the  widow  of  the  de- 
ceased, with  the  expression  of  sincere  sym- 
pathy in  her  bereavement. 

Charles  Sumner, 

Chairman. 


Department  of  State,  Washington, 

January  23,  1864. 

T.  Bigelow  Lawrence,  Esq,., 

United-States  Consul-General, 
Florence. 


QIR, —  Your  despatches    from    No.  27  to 
No-    41,  both    inclusive,  have   been  re- 
ceived. 

In  reviewing,  at  the  close  of  the  year,  the 
work  of  }rour  office,  which  includes  within  its 
jurisdiction  all  the  Consulates  of  the  United 
States  in  Italy,  it  has  given  the  Department 
much  satisfaction  to  observe  the  regularity 
of  your  correspondence,  your  promptitude 
in  attending  to  its  requests,  the  good  judg- 
teient  evinced  in  carrying  out  its  instructions, 
in   lifeireful  attention  which  you  have  given 
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to  the  discharge  of  your  consular  duties,  and 
with  which  you  have  inspired  nearly  all  the 
subordinate  officers  within  the  Consulate- 
General  of  Italy. 

To  this  approval  of  your  official  conduct, 
the  Department  desires  to  add  the  expression 
of  its  gratification  at  the  kind  attentions 
which  you  have  extended  to  our  countrymen 
and  countrywomen  who  have  visited  Flor- 
ence, and  the  generous  hospitality  of  which 
they  have  been  the  recipients. 

I  am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  Seward, 

Assista?it  Secretary. 


COMMERCIAL  REPORT. 


The  following  Report  was  prepared  by 
Col.  Lawrence,  a  few  days  before  he  left 
Florence;  and,  being  the  last  that  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  Government,  it  has  been 
thought  of  sufficient  interest  to  include  in 
this  Memorial  of  him:  — 


U.  S.  Consulate-General  for  Italy, 

Florence,  November  21st,  186S. 

The  Secretary  of  State, 
Washington. 

O  III,  —  In  submitting  my  Commercial  Re- 
port   for    the    current   year,  I    have  the 
honor  to  present  a  series  of  important  statis- 
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tics  which  I  have  obtained  respecting  the 
agricultural,  mineral,  manufacturing,  and 
maritime  resources  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Italy. 

The  superficial  area  of  the  productive  soil 
of  Italy,  is,  in  round  numbers,  23,000,000  of 
hectares,  of  which  arable  land  composes 
11,000,000;  woods  and  forests,  4,000,000; 
pasturage,  5,500,000;  meadow  land,  1,200,- 
000;  chestnut  plantations,  600,000;  olive 
orchards,  550,000;  and  rice  grounds,  150,000 
hectares. 

Grain  is  raised  upon  about  one-half  of  the 
cultivated  land;  the  present  average  annual 
production  being  estimated  at  70,000,000 
hectolitres,  of  which  35,000,000  consists  of 
wheat,  16,000,000  of  Indian  corn,  1,500,000 
of  rice,  and  the  remainder  of  rye,  barley,  and 
oats.      The    average   crops  of   cereals   are, 
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however,  insufficient  for  consumption;  and 
the  last  year's  importation  amounted  to 
6,300,000  hectolitres. 

After  the  cereals,  olive  oil  occupies  the 
highest  rank  among  the  agricultural  products 
of  Italy;  constituting,  as  it  does,  a  necessary 
article  of  food  with  the  great  mass  of  the 
population,  by  supplying  the  place  of  butter, 
and  at  the  same  time  an  important  and  valu- 
able item  of  export.  The  last  annual  statis- 
tics show  the  produce  of  olive  oil  for  the 
year  to  have  amounted  to  within  a  fraction 
of  200,000,000  hectolitres;  the  value  of  the 
oil  exported  during  the  same  period  being 
represented  by  90.000,000  francs.  Although 
the  process  of  refining  oil  has,  of  late  years, 
undergone  much  improvement  in  some  local- 
ities, yet  the  old-fashioned  methods  of  ex- 
traction are  still  extensively  employed;  and 
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consequently  much  of  this  article  is  refined 
a  second  time  in  France,  and  shipped  thence 
to  foreign  countries  as  f '  French  "  oil. 

The  quantity  of  wine  now  made  annually 
averages  30,000,000  hectolitres,  most  of 
which  is  consumed  within  the  Kingdom : 
although  Great  Britain,  Austria,  and  South 
America  take  a  small  amount.  Some  im- 
provement over  former  years,  both  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  grape,  and  the  manufacture 
of  wine,  is  manifest;  but  very  much  remains 
to  be  accomplished  by  the  Italians  in  these 
particulars,  before  their  wines  can  rival  in 
foreign  markets  those  of  France.  With  a 
soil  and  climate,  in  the  opinion  of  "experts," 
fully  equal  to  the  vine-growing  regions  of 
the  last-named  country,  and  admirably  adapt- 
ed to  its  culture,  the  failure  on  the  part  of 
Italian  agriculturists  to  develop  this  prolific 
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source  of  wealth,  by  means  of  judicious  cul- 
tivation and  skilled  labor,  is  certainly  re- 
markable. 

The  exportation  of  oranges,  lemons,  and 
almonds  from  Sicily,  is  exceedingly  profita- 
ble; the  annual  valuation  of  the  exports  of 
the  two  former  reaching  the  sum  of  40,000,000 
francs;  and  of  almonds,  7,000,000:  a  large 
portion  of  these  shipments  being  made  to  the 
United  'States. 

Of  madder  and  sumach,  the  growth  of  the 
southern  provinces  and  of  Sicily,  50,000,000 
kilogrammes  are  annually  sent  abroad. 

There  are  thirty-four  iron  mines  now 
worked  in  the  Kingdom,  producing  an  an- 
nual average  of  1,500,000  metrical  quintals 
of  ore;  fifteen  lead  mines,  with  a  yearly  pro- 
duction of  160,500  metrical  quintals;  twenty- 
two  copper  mines,  from  which  are  annually 
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tracted  32,000  tons  of  ore;  four  mines  of 
mercury,  and  one  of  zinc. 

No  less  than  fifteen  varieties  of  marble  are 
quarried;  the  annual  value  of  that  exported 
from  the  district  of  Carrara  alone,  amounting 
to  upwards  of  10,000,000  francs. 

In  this  connection  I  may  mention  the 
'x  pietra  dura,"1'  or  Florentine  mosaic,  in  the 
production  of  which  there  are  engaged  in 
this  city,  besides  the  Royal  Manufactory,  ten 
private  establishments,  whence  specimens  of 
this  tasteful  handicraft,  ranging  in  design 
from  table-tops  to  brooches,  are  sent  in  large 
quantities  to  the  United  States,  as  well  as  to 
various  parts  of  Europe. 

The  mean  annual  quantity  of  sulphur  now 
obtained  is  reckoned  at  2,300,000  metrical 
quintals,  of  which  the  island  of  Sicily  yields 
three-fourths.     Of  this  article  there  was  ex- 
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ported,  in  1866,  66,000  tons  to  Great  Britain, 
38,000  tons  to  France,  and  80,000  to  other 
countries. 

Salt  is  obtained  extensively  in  many  local- 
ities of  the  peninsula  and  of  Sicily,  from  salt- 
marshes,  salt-mines,  and  salt-springs;  the 
yield  during  1866  being  3,883,981  metrical 
quintals,  with  a  value  of  3,508,000  francs. 
All  salt-works,  excepting  those  in  Sicily,  are 
the  property  of  the  State;  some  of  them  be- 
ing worked  directly  by  the  Government,  and 
others  managed  by  contractors.  As  a  Gov- 
ernment monopoly,  the  price  of  salt  is  fixed 
by  Royal  Decree,  and,  at  the  present  time, 
at  so  high  a  rate  that  the  consumption  of  the 
inferior  qualities  used  in  agriculture  and  the 
curing  of  fish,  is  deemed  to  be  seriously 
checked;  to  the  injury  alike  of  the  national 
industry  and  of  the  public  revenue. 
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The  production  of  wool  is  small,  as,  accord- 
ing to  estimate,  there  are  in  the  country  less 
than  9,000,000  sheep,  yielding  on  an  average 
not  more  than  one  kilogramme  of  wool  per 
head.  The  total  quantity  of  woollen  and 
worsted  yarn  spun  annually  is  reckoned  at 
8,950,000  kilogrammes,  and  the  value  of  the 
woollen  cloth  manufactured  (generally  of  an 
inferior  quality)  at  66,000,000  francs;  240,- 
000  persons  being  employed  throughout  the 
Kingdom  in  this  pursuit. 

Cotton  has  latterly  been  cultivated  to  some 
extent  in  Calabria,  Sardinia,  and  Sicily.  The 
Kingdom  contains  200  spinning-mills  with 
450,000  spindles,  producing  annually  144,000 
metrical  quintals  of  yarn,  valued  at  35,000,- 
000  francs.  Cotton  cloth  is  almost  entirely 
woven  by  means  of  the  hand-loom;  the  an- 
nual value  of  this  fabric  being  estimated  at 
80,000,000  francs. 
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The  statistics  of  the  silk-trade  show  that 
the  number  of  looms  now  at  work  in  Italy 
are  20,000;  Genoa  and  Como  being  the  chief 
centres  of  the  manufacture;  and  that  the  last 
yearly  produce  of  the  "  throwing-mills  "  was 
2,721,759  kilogrammes;  the  value  of  which 
is  computed  at  196,500,000  francs. 

The  plaiting  of  straw  hats  and  bonnets  is 
an  extensive  branch  of  industry,  monopolized 
almost  entirely  by  the  district  immediately 
contiguous  to  Florence;  the  peasantry,  es- 
pecially women  and  children,  plaiting  the 
straw  braids  by  hand,  the  business  houses  of 
their  employers  being  generally  located  in 
the  city  itself.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  in  the 
Returns  of  the  Italian  Custom-House,  straw 
hats  are  not  now  distinguished  from  those 
made  of  other  materials,  I  am  unable  to  ob- 
tain the  present  valuation  of  the  straw  fabrics 


exported.     In    i860,   however,    the    amount 
was  computed  at  about  15,000,000  francs,  of 
which  the  exportations  to  the  United  States 
were  of  the  value  of  nearly  3,000,000  francs. 

The  present  production  of  hemp  is  500,000, 
and  oi  flax  135,000  metrical  quintals  per  an- 
num, of  which  the  fabrics  woven  during  the 
last  year  by  the  120,000  looms  in  the  King- 
dom, amounted  in  value  to  60,000,000  francs. 

Lace  is  woven  in  large  quantities  at  Genoa, 
Venice,  in  parts  of  Lombardy,  and  in  the 
southern  provinces. 

The  manufacture  of  embroideries  and  trim- 
mings is  extensive;  and  the  yearly , produc- 
tion of  ecclesiastical  ornaments  alone  (made 
principally  at  Milan  for  the  supply  of  Italian 
churches,  and  for  exportation  to  Austria  and 
Switzerland)  amounts  in  value  to  about 
800,000  francs. 
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Glass  beads,  of  every  description,  are  made 
in  immense  quantities  at  Venice,  and  at  its 
neighboring  island  of  Murano,  whence  they 
are  sent  to  all  parts  of  Europe  and  the  East. 
In  this  manufacture  there  are  not  less  than 
5,000  persons  employed. 

There  are  536  paper-mills  throughout  the 
Kingdom;  their  annual  consumption  of  rags 
being  367,000  metrical  quintals,  and  the  value 
of  the  paper  28,000,000  francs.  The  paper 
exported  amounts  in  value  to  4,400,000 
francs,  and  that  of  the  importation  to  2,100,- 
000  francs. 

The  coral-fishery  employs  about  400  boats, 
and  upwards  of  2,500  men  and  boys.  This 
valuable  article  of  ornament  is  wrought,  to 
some  extent,  in  the  cities  of  Genoa  and  Leg- 
horn, but  chiefly  at  Naples,  where  it- forms  a 
staple  article  of  trade  and  commerce. 
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There  were  registered  in  the  ports  of  Italy, 
in  1866,  17,048  vessels,  having  an  aggregate 
burthen  of  124,391  tons,  341  of  which  were 
engaged  in  foreign  commerce,  and  the  re- 
mainder  in  the  coasting:  trade. 

The  material  resources  of  the  country 
have  been  considerably  developed  since  its 
establishment  as  a  constitutional  Kingdom; 
and  with  a  due  amount  of  care  and  enter- 
prise on  the  part  of  both  Government  and 
people,  Italy  may  yet  take  rank  as  one  of  the 
great  commercial  powers  of  the  world. 

The  data  which  I  have  submitted  herewith, 
are,  of  necessity,  very  general  in  their  char- 
acter; but  as  showing  some  of  the  principal 
resources  of  this  country,  at  the  present  im- 
portant period  of  its  history,  I  trust  they  may 
not  be  deemed  without  interest  and  value. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the   excellent 
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condition  of  the  various  Consular  offices 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Consulate-Gen- 
eral, which  number  ten  full  Consulates,  and 
eleven  Consular  Agencies.  Those  posts  are 
now  filled  by  officers,  for  the  most  part,  of 
long  experience  in  the  service,  who,  I  take 
the  liberty  of  stating,  are  not  excelled  as  a 
body  by  the  Consular  Corps  of  an)'  other 
nation  in  this  Kingdom,  and  whose  faithful 
discharge  of  their  official  duties  is  in  the 
highest  degree  creditable  to  the  country 
which  they  have  the  honor  to  represent. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  obedient 

servant, 

T.  Bigelow  Lawrence. 


Note.  —  One  Hectare,  zh  acres. 

,,      Hectolitre,  22  imperial  gallons. 

.,      Kilogramme,  nearly  2.|  lbs.  avoirdupois. 

,,      Metrical  quintal,  100  kilogrammes. 
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